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Simon Joss is Professor of Science & Technology Studies, and co-director of the International Eco-
Cities Initiative, a joint initiative of the University of Westminster (London), The Johns Hopkins 
University (Baltimore, USA), and the Smithsonian Institution’s Center for the Study of Invention and 
Innovation (Washington DC, USA). Simon’s research focuses on the governance of environmental, 
economic and social sustainability, and related socio-technical systems. He is particularly interested 
in analysing, both theoretically and empirically, hybrid governance networks - such as public-private 
partnerships - and how these affect sustainability concepts and practices. A special focus of his work 
is on the governance of eco-city and smart systems innovation. 
 
Simon’s policy work has included membership of the Steering Group of the British Standards 
Institution’s smart city framework (PAS 181), and membership of the UK-China Eco-cities and Green 
Building Group. He is an adviser to the Leibniz Dresden Graduate School on Ecological Urban and 
Regional Development, and chair of the UK’s national Researcher Development Advisory Group 
(Vitae). 
 


